
Summer Reading 2018



Purpose of SWHS Summer Reading 

● Engage in ongoing reading and learning.
● Explore new genres and authors.
● Read for a purpose.
● Build community. 



Directions

1. Review the selection of books for summer 2018. These will be shared through 
your English class Google page.

2. Complete the survey during English class next week to select the book you 
want to read.

3. Read the book.
4. Come prepared to start the 2018-2019 year discussing your book and creating 

an artifact to represent the text.



Payback Time by Carl Deuker  

A mystery-thriller set against the backdrop of high school football and the criminal 
underworld. A reporter's job is to find the missing pieces, and the high school journalist 
Mitch True is on the verge of uncovering those pieces and nailing his first real story. If 
only he can get the cornerback Angel Marichal to talk. Or Coach McNulty to explain why 
he never allows Angel's obvious talent—his speed and strength—to shine on the field. 
What is Angel's secret? And who profits from keeping the truth hidden?

Genre: Contemporary Sports (football) Fiction
Page Length: 294
Level of Difficulty: 750 Lexile/ Easy-Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 7 and up 



Will Grayson, Will Grayson  by John Green and David Levithan

A fictional book with two narrators named Will Grayson. One is an overlooked 
observer of life, and the other one is greatly impacted by depression.  Throughout 
their journey, this book deals with love, honesty, coming of age, and friendship. 
Teenage romantic relationships (both straight and gay) are a major focus of most 
characters.  

Genre: Contemporary Fiction 
Page Length: 310
Level of Difficulty: 930 Lexile/ Easy-Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 9 and up



Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel 
 After the on-stage death of the lead actor during a production of King Lear, 
civilization begins to collapse due to the Georgia flu. The story travels back and 
forth through time, covering the actor’s life in entirety and what remains of global 
society following the epidemic. 

Genre: Science Fiction/ Philosophy
Page Length: 333
Level of Difficulty: Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 9 and up



Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

A historical novel set in 1941 during World War II. Fifteen-year-old 
Lina, her mother, and her brother are pulled from their home in 
Lithuania by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia. Here, they must 
fight for their lives, all the while wondering what has happened 
to her father. Will they survive in the Soviet labor camp? How has 
this story been unearthed after all these years? 

Genre: Historical Fiction 
Page Length: 352
Level of Difficulty: 490 Lexile/ Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 8 and up



Quiet Power: The Secret Strengths of Introverts by Susan Cain

This book is written by a top TED speaker, Susan Cain.                                                                                                                       
Her talk about the power of introverts has been                                                                                                                         
viewed over 10 million times. The book is used to understand                                                                                      
different personality types, workplace relationships, and human                                                                              
interaction. It offers advice as well to introverts about how to                                                          
function in different cultures it also offers advice in                                                    
communication, work, and relationships between people of                                                                
different temperaments.

Genre: Informational 
Page Length: 254
Level of Difficulty: Easy-Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 5 and up



Shadowshaper by Daniel José Older

This is an urban fantasy following Sierra Santiago, an Afro-Boricua teenager living 
in Brooklyn. She is the granddaughter of a “shapeshifter,” or a person who infuses 
art with ancestral spirits. As forces of gentrification invade their community and a 
mysterious being who appropriates their magic begins to hunt the aging 
shadowshapers, Sierra must learn about her artistic and spiritual heritage to foil the 
killer.

Genre: Fantasy
Page Length:  297
Level of Difficulty: 690 Lexile/ Easy-Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 7 and up



I Will Always Write Back by Caitlin Alifirenka & Martin Ganda

In this dual memoir, Caitlin (a middle-class American teen) and Martin (a 
underprivileged student in Zimbabwe) retell the story of their friendship, which 
formed due to school-assigned pen pals. Their story is intended to inspire readers 
to broaden their horizons and prompt them to consider the larger world around 
them. 

Genre: Dual Memoir
Page Length:  396
Level of Difficulty: 790 Lexile/ Easy-Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 6 and up



Ready Player One by Ernest Cline
It’s the year 2045 and there is now a 3D videogame                                                                                   
OASIS. This game is used for kids to get away from                                                 
their dreadful lives full of overpopulation, unemployment,                                                       
and energy shortages. When a teenager named Wade                                                                  
Watts first enters we discover that he has devoted to this                                                           
game, especially the pop culture and decades puzzle.                                                            
In discovering the answers to this puzzle, one is promised                                             
massive power and fortune. 

Genre: Contemporary Dystopian 
Page Length:  372
Level of Difficulty: 970 Lexile/ Easy-Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 7 and up



The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

Right before the destruction of Earth by an alien species in order to make room for 
a galactic freeway, Arthur, one of the last humans, is rescued by an alien 
researcher. Joining a ragtag group of robots, aliens, and fellow humans, he 
embarks on adventures throughout the galaxy. This series is highly popular in the 
UK.

Genre: Science Fiction
Page Length:  216
Level of Difficulty: 930 Lexile/ Easy-Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 6 and up



Life is Not an Accident by Jay Williams

This memoir follows the journeys and struggles of a former NBA player and current 
ESPN analyst. Following a tragic motorcycle accident, the Chicago Bulls player’s 
career was cut short. Recounting his experience in the NBA and both the physical 
and mental toll of the accident, Jay Williams reflects on his life path and where he is 
today. 

Genre: Nonfiction Autobiography
Page Length:  252
Level of Difficulty: Easy-Moderate
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 8 and up



Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz

A fatal accident, a gruesome murder, a drowning, a questionable suicide, and 
missing chapters from a manuscript are all connected in Magpie Murders by 
Anthony Horowitz. This murder story within a murder story includes the text of 
Magpie Murders, the final novel written by fictional author Alan Conway. When 
Cloverleaf Books Editor Susan Ryeland discovered that the final chapter to this 
novel was missing, she began looking for it only to realize later that she had begun 
a journey that would change her entire life.

Genre: Mystery
Page Length:  236
Level of Difficulty: Moderate-Difficult 
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 9 and up



Kids of Appetite by David Arnold
Victor Benucci and Madeline Falco have a story to tell. It begins with the death of Vic’s 
father and ends with the murder of Mad’s uncle. The Hackensack Police Department 
would very much like to hear it, but in order to tell their story, Vic and Mad must focus on 
all the chapters in between. This is a story about: 
1. A coded mission to scatter ashes across New Jersey
2. The momentous nature of the Palisades in winter
3. One dormant submarine                         
4. Two songs about flowers
5. Being cool in the traditional sense
6. Sunsets & ice cream & orchards & graveyards
7. Simultaneous extreme opposite
8. A narrow escape from a war-torn country
9. A story collector
10. How to listen to someone  who does not talk 
11. Falling in love with a painting
12. Falling in love with a song
13. Falling in love

Genre: Fiction/ Mystery    
Page Length:  326  
Level of Difficulty:  760 Lexile/ Moderate           
Common Sense Media/ Grade Recommendation: 8 and up



I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke 
out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an 
education. This novel is a remarkable take of a family uprooted by global 
terrorism, of the fight for girls’ education, of a father who championed and 
encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents 
who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons.

Genre: Autobiography/ Memoir
Page Length:  301
Level of Difficulty: 1000 Lexile/ Moderate
Common Sense Media Rating/ Grade Recommendation:  7 and up 



Throne of Glass by Sarah J. Maas
Fantasy fiction book about a 18 year old assassin named Celaena                                             
Sardothien who lives in the kingdom of Adarlan. After being                                                          
imprisoned, Celaena gets a deal from the son of the king who                            
captured her. In this deal she would have to compete with other                                             
assassins for a chance to serve the king. However when                                                            
something in the castle of glass starts killing all of the other                                                                
competitors, Celaena’s fight for freedom turns into fight for                                                                    
survival. 

Genre: Fantasy Series
Page Length: 404
Level of Difficulty: 790 Lexile/ Moderate  
Common Sense Media Rating/ Grade Level Recommendation: 8 and up  



The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

African-American teen Starr Carter navigates two worlds: her impoverished 
neighborhood and upper class, predominantly white high school. After witnessing 
the fatal shooting of her unarmed childhood friend at the hands of a cop, she is 
thrust into the eye of national news. Divisive opinions on racism and police brutality 
consume national discussion and call on her to testify the truth of what transpired.

Genre: Realistic Fiction/ Contemporary Issues
Page Length: 444
Level of Difficulty: Moderate   
Common Sense Media Rating/ Grade Level Recommendation: 8 and up  


